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Well, Mr. Speaker, my hat is off to

those university boards. The presidents
of those universities, including Gordon
Gee of Brown University. They did the
right thing for the world, the right
thing for America. Their moral courage
will stand on its own.
f

HONORING BERT SNYDER FOR HIS
COURAGE IN THE FACE OF DAN-
GER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the anniversary of the Col-
umbine shooting has been the focus of
media attention the last few years. It
has been difficult during this time not
to be reminded of the two young men
who devastated a small Colorado town
and the entire Nation with violence.
The picture of these young killers has
been ingrained in many of our minds
when we think about today’s youth.
This is an image that the media con-
tinues to foster, and one that I person-
ally find unfortunate.

While I recognize that we do live in a
violent society, I also note that there
are bright young men and women in
every Congressional District across
this country who are working to be-
come active and productive members of
society. Tonight, I am proud to tell my
colleagues about one such individual
from my district, the Third District of
North Carolina.

I recently attended the Annual Rec-
ognition Banquet of the East Carolina
Council of the Boy Scouts of America.
I had the honor of presenting a very
special award to a young man whose
bravery and courage in the face of dan-
ger should serve as an inspiration to us
all.

When I presented Bert his award, I
could see the justified pride in his par-
ents, Vern and Jessica Snyder’s, eyes,
as well as in the eyes of his scout lead-
ers and his fellow boy scouts.

Bert Snyder is a student at Rose
High School in Greenville, North Caro-
lina. On May 10 of last year Bert and
his friend, Rice Godwin, were driving
home from school when they encoun-
tered a multi-car accident at an inter-
section near the high school. The two
young men stopped their car at a local
convenience store and ran to the scene
of the accident. It was evident, as they
approached the accident, that one of
the drivers involved had suffered a se-
vere injury to her arm and her knee.
The passenger in the car had sustained
a head injury and appeared to be in a
state of unconsciousness.

By the time Bert arrived on the
scene, as many as 30 people had already
gathered, but, Mr. Speaker, nobody was
making an effort to assist the victims.
Bert stepped in and ordered a fellow
student to call 911. He then assisted the
female victim by providing comfort
and assurance to help prevent her from
going into shock. When he noticed that

she was losing a significant amount of
blood from the injury to her arm, he
removed his own shirt and applied pres-
sure to the site. Bert continued his ef-
forts to stop the bleeding even after
firemen arrived at the scene. Only
when rescue personnel with the EMS
unit arrived did Bert break from his ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, Bert Snyder placed
himself in a potentially unknown and
threatening situation to help someone
in need. When onlookers did not take
action, he stepped in and offered reas-
surance and emergency assistance. Mr.
Speaker, I do not know, as an adult, if
I would have been prepared enough or
secure enough in my abilities to assist
in a similar emergency situation with
the same confidence and assertiveness
as Bert.

As a result of his courage and brav-
ery, Bert was honored with the Na-
tional Heroism Award at the award
ceremony. The award was presented to
Bert on the recommendation of the Na-
tional Court of Honor because he dem-
onstrated heroism and skill in saving
or attempting to save a life at risk to
self.

Mr. Speaker, it was an honor for me
to present Bert with this important
recognition. It was also a joy to attend
the awards banquet and to be reminded
of the number of young men and
women who are working with organiza-
tions like the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts to gain the values and leader-
ship skills that will help lead this
country into our future. Too often
these bright young people do not re-
ceive the media attention they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to thank Bert Snyder for his
courage and his commitment to his fel-
low man. Bert exemplifies the young
men and women in our society who
have the character and leadership
skills to lead this country and tomor-
row’s future.

I want Bert to know how proud I am
to have the opportunity to represent
him and his family in the House of
Representatives and to share his im-
portant story with this Nation. Bert
Snyder is a member of today’s youth
who can make us all proud. I applaud
his efforts and the efforts of every
young person today who is working to
make a difference within their commu-
nities.

Bert Snyder, America’s future is
bright because of young people like you
throughout this Nation. We thank you
for your courage.
f

PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE
RELATIONS WITH CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, listening
to my distinguished colleague from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) speaking earlier
about the potential permanent normal
trade relations vote that we will have

on China soon reminded me that any
opportunity I get I should come to the
floor. And since there is an opportunity
now, I thought I should take this 5
minutes.

As my colleagues know, President
Clinton has sent a request for Congress
asking this Congress to yield perma-
nent normal trade relations with
China. He bases that request on a U.S.-
China bilateral agreement signed in
1999. He bases that request also on a
history of absolutely noncompliance on
the part of China of any trade agree-
ments they have ever signed with the
U.S., be they trade agreements for
market access of U.S. products into
China’s market, be they trade agree-
ments on intellectual property viola-
tions by the Chinese, be they trade
agreements on use of prison labor for
export, China year in and year out con-
tinues to violate these agreements, and
now the President has said, the Chinese
will honor this one.

Well, they are already backing off
this one. In fact, in two areas of agri-
culture, of particular note I think to
this body, the Chinese have a different
interpretation. They are famous for re-
interpreting treaties and agreements.
For example, on the subject of wheat,
the U.S. Trade Rep’s factsheet says
that wheat and grain, therefore, will be
allowed into China. The Chinese Trade
Rep says, any idea that the grain will
enter the country of China is a mis-
understanding. Beijing merely con-
ceded a theoretical opportunity.

On the subject of meat, the Trade
Rep’s factsheet talks about meat and
poultry, all forms, being allowed into
China. The Chinese Trade Rep says, not
so, not quite. He says diplomacy is a
way of finding different forms of ex-
pression, and to that extent we found
new expressions, we were diplomatic,
but where there were no material con-
cessions made.

So on the basis of a flimsy 1999 U.S.-
China trade agreement, in which, by
the way, there was little attention
paid, practically none, to enforcement,
compliance or implementation, the
President is asking this body to sur-
render to the dictates of the regime in
Beijing permanently any leverage that
we have on trade and, indeed, human
rights and proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction as well.

Even if we could put aside for a mo-
ment, Mr. Speaker, the brutal occupa-
tion of Tibet, the ongoing repression of
human rights in China, the continuing
proliferation of weapons, chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear weapons of mass
destruction to rogue states, to Paki-
stan, the ongoing relationship between
the Chinese and the Pakistanis in
terms of missile technology transfer,
same thing with Iran, more recently
with Libya, since this 1999 U.S.-China
trade agreement they have proliferated
to Libya, the administration does not
want that known, but it is in the public
domain, so in any event, we have many
areas of concern. But even if we were
to make a determination strictly on
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